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HE iter pretends not, 

== bat the Uſe to which he 
aſſigns the Foot of the Ma- 
tional Militia, is the beſt 
Uſe to which ſuch a Body 
is capable of being apply'd, but the beſt 
which in our Circumſtances and Si- 
tuation it can be apply d to. 


A 2 He 


PREFACE. 


He has read the Plan of a Natio- 
nal Militia, and believer, that it would 
have fitted us at the Reſtoration ; but 
he imagines we differ in our Circum- 
ances from thoſe Anceſtors, near as 
much as the Athenians about the Time 
of the Expedition to Sicily under Alci- 
biades differ d from theirs, who fought 
at Marathon. 


Muence and Delicacy have not eu- 
zinguiſbed our Courage, but make it 
not: jc properly producible ; and it muſf 
be own'd, that Courage is not the only 
Qualification neceſſary to a Soldier: 
Military Obedience, and à Conſtitution 
patient of Fatigue and Want, enter in- 
zo that Character, but are not com- 
monly found in our Turn of Life. We 
acknowledge the Decorum, in pro Pa- 
tria mori, but do not fo readily feel the 
Dulce, as theſe Anceſtors of ours, who 
had not ſireetem d Life ſo much. 


Mor 


PREFACE. 


Mar is it only the Circumſtances of 
this Nation, but of France, which fore 
bid us to truft to ſuch a Force as our 
Anceſtors thought ſufficient, when ſhe 
bad a Duke of Burgundy for her 
IV eighbour, and before the Evil Ges 
nius of Europe had ſet Richlieu at 
her Head, who quenching all the Pub- 


lic Spirit of that People in the beſt of 
their Blood, planted in their conquer d 


Hearts the Glory of their Monarch 


as its 3 ; and eradicating 
Patriotiſm and B enevolence, gave them 


the Love of War for their ruling Paf- 


fron, by which ever fince they are 


driven enrag d to diſiurb the e 
and to deſtroy the Liberties of all around 


them. And as we have conſtantly ob- 


ftrufted them in that Purpoſe, we have 


as much Reaſon to fear our Fate from 
them, as Carthage had to be upon ber 
Guard againſt Rome, after the Bona 
hde of Cato cpenty concluded for her 

Ry 


PR EF. A CE. | 
Extirpation in the Senate. Unluckily 
aur Coafts are not ſo diſtant ; and we 
are now let into the 3 that all 
aur Wooden Walls will not prevent a 
cumſiderable Force being wafted over in 


4 Tide. 


This Diſcovery makes it evident, 
that our national Independance is pre- 
carious, and therefore every ſenfible Pa- 
triot muſt think the internal Ballance 
of Power @ ſubordinate Care. In 
which Caſe it is probable, that we ſhall 
not only think, that the Military Eſta- 
bliſhment before the War too weak à 
Guard, but as there is no Appearance 
that our Enemies will diſarm, abandon 
the Hopes of ever being ſecure without 
a conſtant Force; and therefore defij} 
from the flale Policy of making them 


a Grievance ro the People. 


| Barracks and Camps would deliver 
eur Regiments with better Credit into 
the 


PREFACE. 
the Field when called ; and if their 
Service ſhould be wanted at Home, this 
Scheme executed, would give us great- 
er Security in them, as Iriſh Papiſts, 
and the diſaſfected Scotch Clans would 
be prevented from enliſting. 


This Turn of Thought produc'd the 
following Scheme, which the Writer 
offers to the Public, not in the Hope 
that the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhould 
embrace it, but purely to turn the ge- 
neral Attention from the Plaufible to 
the Feafible. 
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BILL printed laſt Sons, for 
the better Regulating of the 
Militia; with a Propoſal for 
Recraitingthe Infantry in Pay, 


* HE Defence of any Con- 


0 Sz ſtitution is moſt properly and 


. 


DD 31 £ ſafely committed to thoſe, 
who have, cærerit paribus, the 
| greateſt Intereſt in its Conſervation : 
And as Religion, Liberty and Pro- 


B perty 


sf wo 


„„ 
perty are the only Bleſſings worth 
a People's contending for, and as 
Religion is out of the Queſtion, and 
Liberty the univerſal Birth-right here, 
the Perſons of Property muſt have the 

reateſt Intereſt in the Conſervation of 
this Conſtitution, and therefore are beſt 
entitled to the Defence of it. 


But the Defence of it cannot ſafely 
be committed to Soldiers not expert ; 
and as no Body of Soldiers undiſciplin'd 
ought to be deem'd expert; and as 
Obedience is the Soul of Diſcipline, 
which no Troops untrain'd under Mar- 
tial Law did ever ſnew, the Defence of 
it cannot ſafely be committed to Troops 
not train'd under Martial Law. 


Hence it ſeems, that Soldiers of Pro- 
perty, train d under Martial Law, are 
the proper Guard of this Realm, and 
ſuch may be our Guard of Foot, if 
all the Foot Regiments might draw their 
| CON- 


Sz 

conſtant and entire Recruit from a Body 
cautiouſly choſe by Men of the moſt 
conſiderable Property, and therefore 
their proper Repreſentative ; and not 
only ſo, but a Repreſentative Rich in 
Property, if the Nature of Property 
were well underſtood, and theirs at- 
tended too: For he who piques him- 
ſelf upon the Eſteem he has acquir'd, 
aſſerts his Property in it, which gives 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance, that he wili 
act bravely; and he who loves his 
Country, values her Conſtitution as 
his own, and will defend it. 


And as we muſt generally truſt our 
Arms to Perſons rich only in this ſort 
of Property, we ought to treat them 
as if we efteem'd them, and nouriſh 
their Love of this - Conſtitution, by 
convincing them, that they are fa- 
vor'd by it. 


i B. 2 8 With 
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With this view our Recruiting Acts 

have not been fram'd. Men drag'd 
before their Judges as Criminals, and 

fold there as Slaves, cannot think 
themſelves either careſs'd or favor d; | 
and that a brown Muſket ſhould im- 
mediately charm. ſuch into Heros 
and Patriots, no Arguments 2 priori 
tould have made probable. | 


I now proceed to my Plan, aflum- 
ing from the Bill, 38450 to be the 
Number of the Body I would have 
eſtabliſhed, which I beg Leave to call 
Militia Foot-Soldiers, as they are de- 
ſtin d to ſuperſede them. 


I then propoſe, that all unmarry d 

Perſons between twenty-one and twen- | 
ty-ſeven, not being Freeholders pay- 
ing to the Land-Tax for 10 /. per | 
Amr. in England, or 31. in Wales, | 
nor Sons of fygh; nor having Perſo- 


nal 


[5] 
nal Eſtates of the Value of 200 J. 
nor Sons of Perſons having Perſonal 
Eſtates of the Value of 300 J. nor 
renting Bona fide 20 l. in England, 
or 61. in Wales, per Ann, nor being 
1 _ Clergymen, Preachers, or Teachers of 
qualify'd Congregations, Apothecaries, 
| licenſed Doctors or Surgeons; nor 
Perſons educated for the Time being 
in ſome School of Literature; nor 
Apprentices, nor Servants hir'd by the 
Year, nor menial Servants of any Gen- 
tleman paying to the Land-Tax for 
100 J. per Ann. nor Papiſts, Quakers, 
nor Perſons laboring under any Diſ- 
eaſe or Infirmity, may be compelled 
to ſerve as Militia Foot-Soldiers. | 


For the Care and Conduct of which 
g I propoſe, that each Lord Lieutenant 
ö ſhould appoint a Commiſſary, who 
ſhould alſo be the Treaſurer, 


= 


i 
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It will be agreed, that it would be 
better for the Service, and more agree- 
able to the Laws and Genius of our 


People, ſhould all enter voluntarily ; 


therefore it ought to be confider'd, 
what are the propereſt Motives to be 
offer'd to the Parties concern'd, to 
excite this Diſpoſition : The Bounty- 
Money is only a Bait to the Idle and 
Diſſolute; the Induſtrious and Frugal, 
who make the beſt Soldiers, can give 
it themſelves, and therefore are not fo 
won, 


But the Laws of Settlement, and 
the excluſive By-Laws of Corporations, 
are the greateſt Grievance to the ſtur- 
dy Ploughman, and active Mechanic; 
add to this, that Obligations in per- 


peruum are an Horror to all; therefore 


proper Relaxations and Indulgencies 
in theſe Inſtances with a View of Li- 


berty, may fill our Ranks with theſe 
Men. I 


71 


= bieter re that for the 
ee of ſuch to enter, the 
following Premiums, by Order of the 
Lieutenancies, ſhould be fix d on each 
Church-door, and be made other- 
wiſe public the Week before Eaſter. 


To every Volunteer, den im- 
mediate from all Parochial Taxes and 
Offices. 


To every Volunteer or Militia Sol- 
dier, voluntarily entering into the 
King's Pay, a Ticket after ſeven Vears 
Service there, intitling him to reſide 
at Pleaſure, and to exerciſe whatever 
Art or Trade he is, or ſhall be Maſter 
of, in any Place within the Lieut 
nancy, with an Exemption from all 


Parochial Taxes and n 


To every Volunteer or Militia Sol- 
dier, who after ſeven Vears Service fi- 


niſh'd 


— — — 


ſhould be regiſter d Alphabetically, and 
L | 1 


181 
niſh'd in a Marching Regiment, ſhall 
enter and ſerve ſeven Years more in 
one of the Regiments of Foot-Guards, 
over and above all thoſe Privileges, the 
Power once to aſſign the Exemption 
from Parochial Offices. TIE 


At the ſame Time with the Order 
to affix the Premiums, I propoſe, that 
the Lieutenancy ſhould iſſue another 
to the Conſtables, Ge. to prepare in 
Writing true Liſts of all Perſons with- 
in their ſeveral Diſtricts, who, ac- 
cording to the Deſcriptions, would be 
compellable to ſerve, and to deliver 
the ſame upon Oath (to be admini- 
ſter d by a Deputy-Licutenant, who 
ſhould atteſt the ſame at the Foot of 
each Liſt cloſe to the Names) to their 
reſpective Chief Conſtables within their 
own Diviſion, who, having copy d 
the ſame in Books to be prepared for 
that Purpoſe, in which the Towns 


the 
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the Returns from each Town kept 
diſtin, ſhould deliver them to the 
Commiſſary, who baving ſo copy d 
and enter'd the ſame in his Books, 
(to the due keeping of which his 
Oath of Office ſhould bind him) 
ſhould return the Numbers of the 
Perſons compellable to his Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, to be by him certify'd to the 
Secretary at War, who after having 
receiv'd the Numbers from each Lieu- 
tenancy, ſhould proportionally to them 
ix the unvarying Quota of each. 


This ſettled, the Name of each 
Perſon fairly writ on ſeparate Papers 
{ſhould be prepar'd, and at a general 
Meeting of the Lieutenancy, to be 
held conſtantly on the Taęſday after 
IV hitſunday (before which the Term 
for Volunteers to enter ſhould ex- 
pire; the Number neceſſary to com- 
pleat the Proportion of that Lieute- 


nancy ſhould be drawn by Ballot. 
EC Then 


c 
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Then if the Volunteers amount to 
one 7th Part of it, they ſhould be 
declared firſt Soldiers on Duty; if not 
to one 7th Part, the Names already 
drawn ſhould be return'd to the Bal- 
lot, to complete them to the 7th 
Part, and the New-drawn with the 
Volunteers ſo declar'd : In like man- 
ner, if the Volunteers ſhould exceed 


the 7th Part, they ſhould Ballot for 


the Honour. . 


Then immediately the Volunteers 
ſhould, in Preſence of the Lieutenancy, 
take the Oaths of Allegiance, Supre- 
macy, and Abjuration, with a Mi— 


litary Oath in fome ſuch Terms as 


theſe, © At all Times to obey 
ce the Summons of the Lieutenancy, 
« and at their Command to enliſt 
<« as Soldiers in ſuch Regiments, and 
e under ſuch Officers, as may by 
« His Majeſty be order'd to receive 
them :” After taking which Oaths, 

cach 


A 
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each ſhould receive 5 s. and thoſe de- 
clared firſt Soldiers on Nuty, ſhould 
each alſo receive a plain Hat with A 
Cockade, cock'd Soldierly, to be wore 
conſtantly on Sundays; the reſt of 
the Militia Soldiers ſhould alſo each 
receive 5 5. upon their taking the 


Oaths. 


The Ballots finiſh'd, the Lieute- 
nancy ſhould iſſue their Orders to the 
chief Conſtables, to notify to al! the 
Perſons drawn within their reſpective 
Diviſions their ſeveral Lots, ſummon- 
ing them to appear on a certain Day 
at ſome Place within their Diviſion 
to take the Oaths, and to receive their 
reſpective Rewards. 


And if any Perſon ſo drawn ſhall 
neglect to appear, or appearing refuſe 
to ſwear, or {wearing refuſe to enliſt, 
every ſuch Perſon in either Caſe, on 


Complaint to a Juſtice of the Peace. 
C 2 and 


lable on an equitable Conſtruction of 


112 ] 
and Summons to appear before him, 
not appearing, or refuſing to ſwear, 


or enliſt, ſhould be bound over to the 


next Gencbal Quarter Seſſions for Ap- 


peal. 


And if there he ſhall be judg'd 
compellable, and till perſiſt, by Or- 
der of Court he ſhould be declard 
by the Cryer infamous, inteſtable, 
chargeable with double Taxes, Land 
and Parochial, and incapable of giv- 
ing a Vote upon any Occaſion, and 


this recorded ; theſe Puniſhments to 


remain upon him, till he has ſerv d a 
Year in ſome Regiment. 


But as there may be ſome Diſabili- 
ties, which general Laws cannot pro- 
vide ſor, it would be proper to lodge 
in the Seſſions a Power to diſcharge 
upon Appeal, any Perſon who ſhould 
to them appear not properly compel- 


the 


131 
the Law: And in ſuch Caſe, u 
their Order to the chief Conſtables, 
and fignify'd to the Commiſſary, he 
ſhould be entered in their ref; pective 
Rolls as diſcharg'd. 


The Lieutenants ſhould alſo be di- 
rected, ex Officio, to diſcharge all Per- 
ſons of infamous Behaviour, and lower 
than 5 Foot 6 Inches without Shoes; 
and at all Times to diſcharge from 
their Books, ſuch as they found not 
proper to ſerve, and all arriving to 
35 Vears of Age, after which no Man 
ſhould be enliſted. 


I now proceed to conſider, how this 
Body might recruit the Army, which 
moſt certainly it would as eſſentially 
well in War as Peace; yet as theſe De- 
mands for War are not the Subject of 
previous Calculation, I ſhall ſuppoſe 
the Plan not to operate till we are bleſs d 
with Peace; and then tho' Reduction 

may 


{ 24 ] 
may make all the Regiments fine and 
compleat, yet as the Baſis of this Pro- 
poſal is, that every Man ſhould be en- 
titled to his Diſcharge on the Expiration 
of his ſtipulated Service, and 7 Years 
I preſume a reaſonable Term; I pro- 
poſe, that the Commiſſary cloſing the 
Muſter of every Foot Regiment to 
Dec. 24. in every Year, ſhould pub- 
liſh to every Company, that every Sol- 
dier having ſervd in that Regiment 7 
Years, and deſiring his Diſcharge, ſnould 
receive it, in Caſe the whole Num- 
ber deſiring it exceeded not the 7th 
Part of the Company; in Caſe it did 
exceed the 7th Part, or the Number 
immediately below it, it ſhould be 


noted for Diſcharge at Eafter, 


The Number wanting to recruit the 
Regiments, ſhould by the Command- 
ing Officer of each on the Spot, be cer- 
tity 'd to the [Secretary at War, from 

| whom 
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whom each Lord-Lieutenant ſhould 
receive his Apportionment. 


In Eaſter Week ſhould be a Gene- 
ral Meeting in every Lieutenancy, at 
which the Hatmen of each ſhould be 
order'd to appear, and there be de- 
liver'd as Recruits to the Officers from 
the Regiments aſſign d to receive them, 
who by rejecting might adjuſt their 
Number to their Demand; and that 
the Hatmen ſhould ever exceed the 
Demand, I deſire it to be obſerv'd, 
that tho' I have aſſum'd 38450 to be 
the Number raiſed, yet when the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Foot ſhall be aſcertain'd, it 
would be defirable, that the Militia 
ſhould be to the Rank and File of the 
Foot as 9 to 7 : In Time of War the 
proportional Difference ſhould be greater. 


The Militia would be completed in 
the ſame Manner in which it was rais d, 
and to the 5th Year after ſending the 

firſt 


[16 ] 
firſt Recruit, continne in the ſame 
Train, when at the Chriſimas Muſter, 
the firſt Recruits would be entitled to 
claim their Diſcharge ; when the Com- 
miſſary publiſhing the Liberty to claim 
it, ſhould remind them of the Advan- 
tages they would be entitled to, who 
choſe to ſerve in the Guards 7 Years 
longer; and the Number of Volunteers 
for that Service ſhould be certify'd to 
the Secretary of War before Feb. 24, 
that the Demands upon the Militia for 
each Regiment might be ſettled in 
Time, that all might complete in 


Eafter Week. 


With the Officers detach'd to re- 
ceive the new Levies, the Emeriti (if 
I may ſo call them) ſhould march, and 
be ſubſiſted, to the Head Quarters of 
their reſpective Lieutenancies, and 
ſhould be diſcharged with their whole 
Mounting and Accoutrements, Belts 


and Arms alone exeepted: Upon their 
Ap- 


85 
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Application it ſhould be incumbent on 
the Lieutenancy Commiſſaries, to pro- 
cure from the Seſſions their proper Cer- 
tificates, with which they ſhould each 
receive 5 5. more, as a Compliment at 
their Diſmiſſion. 


From this Time the Emeriti, in re- 
gard of their Settlement for Relief 
when wanted, would be conſider'd as 
ſettled upon the County or Riding, and 
to have their Penſion from the public 
Stock, till Chelſes became open to 
them, to which all ſhould have their 
Pretenſions in Turn; but the Emeriti 
of 14 Years Service from the Guards, 
the Preference. 


From all theſe Privileges, every Sol- 
dier ſhould be excluded who ſhould be 
turned out of his Regiment by Sentence 
of a Court-Martial; and to all of them, 
except the Pretenſions to Chelſea, ſhould 
thoſe be admitted, who by reaſon of 

| 1 Sickneſs 
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Sickneſs or diſabling Accidents, ſhould 
be diſcharg'd from their Regiments, 
equally as if in them they had fery'd 
their due Time. 


Here finiſhing my Plan, I deſire it 

may be obſerv'd, that it regards Eng- 
land only, becauſe I have no Know- 
lege of the Municipal Laws of Scoz- 
land, yet I do not apprehend there can 
be any Difficulty in raiſing their Pro- 


portion, 


I muſt own this Project incompati- 
ble with the Policy of ſuffering March- 
ing Foot to continue many Years in 
the ſame Quarters abroad : But if it 
ſhould be thought right, to permit no 
Foot Regiment to remain longer than 
three Years, either in Ireland, or the 
Mediterranean, this Plan might be ad- 
juſted to that Policy, by ſuſpending the 
Diſcharges of thoſe Soldiers who ſerve 


in thoſe Regiments, till they have com- 
pleted 


1191 
pleted 10 Vears, allowing that pro- 
long' d Service equal Privilege with the 
Emeriti of 14 Years Service from the 


Guards. 


I forget not our American Poſſeſ- 
ſions, but for their Guard I hope a ſuf- 
ficient Body of Marines may be kept 
at the Peace, the Recruit of which 
may be left to the Drum ; that Body 
ſuits this Service beſt, becauſe they 
have the beſt Chance of being brought 
home for Recruit and Review. 


This Scheme put in Execution by 
keeping the Regiments full, would pre- 
vent Deſertion, to which Levy Money 
is the Lure; and probably Men having 
Liberty and iuch Hopes in Proſpect, 
would be more obedient, and leſs ſub- 
ject to Mutiny than chance Recruits, 
eſpecially as a contrary Behaviour would 


extinguiſh thoſe Hopes. 
D 2 M.ore- 
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Moreover, if the War-Cffice would 
carefully ſettle the Books to be uſed in 
every Licutenancy, proper Anſwers to 
pertinent Queſtions would by the Re- 
turn of the Poſt, reſolve the Quantum 
of the Military Strength of the Nation 
capable to be inſtantly exerted, which 
would appear great after this 1 
had been 14 Years in Execution; for 
then upon an Emergency, the Regi- 
ments in Pay might be completed to 
their higheſt Eftabliſhment, and the 
Emeriti cot? d to the bead Quarters 
of their reſpective Lieutenancies, might 
there be Regimented under ſuch Of- 
ficers as his Majeſty ſhould appoint to 
command them : They mixing with 
new Recruits, would ſoon train them 
to ſupply Week Demands, and the 
Plan procced 277: n 


The Charge of raiſing 3 38450 Mi- 
litia Soldiers would be this, VS. 


To 


271 
2 f. d. 


To each Man raiſed 5s. 9612 10 © 
To 5492 Hats each 5s. 1373 © © 
To Rewards for Commil- 
{aries and Chief Gn $7690 0 o o 
ſtable at 4 s. each Man 


— 


18675 10 © 


This Sum is leſs than one Half- penny 
per l. nationally, but it muſt be own'd, 
that in ſome Lieutenancies the Charge 
of raiſing their Quota in this manner, 
may amount to more than 1 d. in the 
Pound according to the Land-Tax; 
but each Lieutenancy would bear that 
with Pleaſure, if it might free them 
from the Charge of raiſing Militia 
Foot, as the Law now ſtands. 


As the National Demand- for Re- 
cruits muſt be uncertain, and tho' the 
Charge in the different Lieutenancies 


will vary according to that Demand, 
yet 


[ 22] 
yet a conſtant Charge will be incurr'd, 
tho' there ſhould be no Demand; for 
the Commiſſaries and chief Conſtables 
muſt have their Salaries eſtimated at 45. 
for each Head regiſter d, and the ſame 
Number of Hats muſt be given annu- 
ally, which may be charg'd at ꝙ d. each 
Head, as every 7th Man will wear one, 
which will coſt 60 d. which divided 
by 7, gives 9 the neareſt Integer; 
therefore 4 5. 9 d. each Head charg'd 
for 32450, amounting to 9131 J. 17 s. 
6 d. would be paid by the Government 
proportionally to the ſeveral Lieutenan- 
cies, for keeping that Body conſtantly 


ready to recruit. 


And for each Recruit wanted, the 
Government ſhould pay 15 5s. viz. for 
5 5. paid at Regiſtering, 5 s. at Enliſt- 
ing, and 5 s. to be paid at his Dif- 


charge. 


Now to conſider this Propoſal in the 


Light of National Frugality : Suppoſe 
29820 | 
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29320 Rank and File, were the Num- 
ber to be Recruited from this Body, 
which is in the Proportion to it nearly 
of 7 to 9: The annual Demand might 
be 4260, 


The annual Charge to the Govern- 
ment would ſtand thus : 


41 

Ordinary Charge = 9131 17 6 
Extraordinary — 3195 o o 
12326 17 6 


So ſmall a Sum no Perſon can object 
to, who thinks the Choice of what 
Hands we intruſt the National Arms 
to worth any thing, eſpecially when 
he conſiders, that 1 d. per Pound, 
raiſes to the Land-Tax in England 
41458 J. and that by the preſent Pra- 
ctice of eſtabliſhing Non Effectives, 
the Fund for Recruiting, were this 
Body divided into 710 Companies, of 


[ 24} 

42 Rank and File each, 7 to could be 
the leaſt Number allotted for that 
Fund; for which the Government 
would pay at 8 d. per Diem each, 
8638 J. 65. 8 d. which deducted from 
12326 J. 175. 6 d. leaves 3638 J. 
10 5. 10 d. the Total Difference. 


. 


